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 As we look at this month of May three dates stand out on our Liturgical Calendar 
and one special date on our social calendar. On the Liturgical Calendar we see the 
Sundays of the Ascension of Our Lord, Pentecost Sunday, and Holy Trinity Sunday.  
After the Resurrection, Jesus made multiple appearances to the apostles and disciples.  
He explained the scriptures about his death and resurrection.  He taught them that they 
would be proclaiming the Gospel as the Church was beginning.  At the Ascension, he 
promised he would send the Advocate, the Paraclete. However, after the Ascension, we 
find the apostles locked in the upper room. They were suffering from separation anxiety 
and filled with doubt with what their future would be.  It is in this situation that we have 
the Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Hiding in fear was changed into the 
fearless proclaiming of the Gospel of the Risen Christ.  People heard this proclamation 
in many languages simultaneously and hundreds were added to the Church on that day.  
We, too, in the Sacrament of Confirmation have received the Holy Spirit and, as fully 
initiated members of the Catholic Church, are called to live and proclaim the Gospel of 
Christ in our lives.  Sometimes, like the first disciples, we might be fearful in witnessing 
to the presence of Christ in our lives.  We might feel our faith is an internal matter.  If we 
feel that way we are locking ourselves in our own “upper room”.  But like the early 
apostles after Pentecost, the presence of Christ should be reflected in our lives and 
seen by those living around us.  We don’t need a soapbox and a bible standing in a 
public place.  But rather the presence of Christ should be seen by the way we live our 
lives and the way we treat others, which is different from the ways of society and 
political correctness around us.  On Holy Trinity Sunday, we celebrate the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. We continue the mission of the first disciples as they were sent forth to 
proclaim the Gospel baptizing in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and 
knowing Jesus is with us until the end of the world.  People will know we are his 
disciples by our love for God and our love of neighbor.  Love one another as I have 
loved you. 
 On a social note, we must not forget Mothers Day.  We recognize the unique role 
that mothers have in bringing new life into the world and as they love and raise families.  
We also realize that we have two mothers behind the scenes in our lives.  The first is 
Mary, Our Blessed Mother.  She is mother to us all, constantly offering intercessions to 
God on our behalf.  We offer prayers of devotion of which the greatest is that of the Holy 
Rosary.  Much has been accomplished through the power of praying the rosary.  The 
second is a title not often remembered, that of our Holy Mother the Church.  Through 
the love of our Church the Lord continues to love and care for all of us.  Through the 
Church we see the visible head of the Mystical Body of Christ in Pope Francis.  Through 
the Church we are a pilgrim people journeying to the Kingdom of God.  So we 
remember our mothers throughout this month of May. 
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